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"The  heavens  declare  the  glcry  of  God  ;  and  the  firmament 
sheweth  his  handiwork." 

THERE  is  no  book  that  so  clearly 
gives  a  place  to  the  Spirit  of  God 
in  nature  as  does  the  Bible.    The 
writers  looked  out  on  the  same  universe 
as  we  do,  and  saw  the  same  stars  that 
we    see.    Whenever   they    in    any   way 
attempted  to  explain  nature,   there  was 
ever     clear     before     their     minds     the 
fact  that  there  is  a  God.    They  thought 
of    Him    as    a    spirit,    an    eternal,    in- 
hnite  being,  almighty  in  power,  forever 
operating  throughout  the  universe.   They 
recognized  that  He  was  the  creator,  that 
by  Him  all  things  were  made,  and  with- 
out Him  wa?  not  anything  made  that  was 
made.     He  created  heaven  and  earth,  the 
sea  and  all  that  in  them  is.    He  made  the 


stars  also.    The  universe  in  all  its  vast- 
ness  was  made  and  operated  by  Him 

ihis  close  relationship  of  God  to  the 
universe  some  might  think  would  lead  to 
pantheism  but  the  writers  guard  against 
this  error  by  telling  us  that  He  was  be- 

eTJ  *^  tF '■  ^^^l  ""  ^^^  ^°d  ''^^  all 
eternity.     Their    thought   seems  to  have 

been  that  everything  in  nature  depended 
upon  Him  for  its  existence,  but  He  was 
in  no  way  dependent  on  anything  in  the 
rnaterial  universe  for  His  existence.  If 
the  universe  was  blotted  out  He  would 
still  be  God. 

They  knew  that  the  heavenly  bodies 
were  all  in  motion,  for  ihey  tell  us  that 
they  were  to  be  for  signs  and  for  seasons, 
for  days  and  years.  By  looking  at  a  few 
tacts  which  modern  astronomers  have 
clearly  established,  we  will  the  more 
easily  understand  how  they  conceived 
the  Spirit  of  God  to  produce  motion  in 
the  universe. 

This  earth  is  one  of  the  heavenly  bodies 
and  belongs  to  a  group  of  worlds  which 
astronomers   call   the   "Solar   System" 
It  IS  constantly  travelling  around  the  sun 
and  makes  a  complete  revolution  on  its 


axis  in  every  twenty-four  hours.  It  is 
accompanied  by  the  moon,  which  keeps 
constantly  revolving  around  the  earth. 

The  solar  system,  roughly  speaking, 
may  be  said  to  consist  of  eight  large 
planets,  namely,  Mercury,  Venus,  Earth, 
Mars,  Jupiter,  Saturn,  Uranus  and  Nep- 
tune, with  their  moons.  There  are  also 
many  smaller  bodies  between  Mars  and 
Jupiter.  All  of  these  bodies  are  travel- 
ling around  the  sun,  it  being  the  centre  of 
our  solar  system.  The  planets,  however, 
do  not  travel  in  true  circular  orbits,  but 
in  elliptical  orbits,  the  sun  occupying  one 
of  the  foci.  The  planets  are  travelling  on 
or  near  an  imaginary  plane  which 
astronomers  call  the  "plane  of  the 
Ecliptic,"  and  the  direction  is  from  west 
to  east. 

The  motion  decreases  in  velocity  as  the 
distance  from  the  sun  increases,  or,  in 
other  words.  Mercury,  the  nearest  known 
planet  to  the  sun,  travels  faster  in  its 
orbit  or  path  around  the  sun  than  does 
Venus;  and  Venus,  the  next  nearest  planet 
to  the  sun,  travels  with  greater  velocity 
than  the  earth,  and  so  on  until  the  most 
distant  planet  is  reached.     Some  of  the 
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has  iK  n!  ^'   '"^'^'"^  'P^^^-    Each  sun 
has    ts  own  planets  revolving  around  it 
and  the  planets  have  their  moons  c"rculat 
sef  TatnTH  .^'^'^  bright  "tTr"  we 

Moses  gives  us  one  source  of  energv 

0  explain  all  the  motions  that  take  pla?e 

in    he  universe.    By  his  explanation   all 

motion  is  produced  by  the  Spir"t  of  God 

moving  on  the  face  of  the  waters     in 

?he'so[ritr^'"^'"^  ^^"  h^  ^^"ceived 
the  Spirit  to  operate,  it  will  be  necessary 
for  a  moment  to  look  at  necessary 

Space. 

2iv?tnth/nf  """u  ""^'"^  astronomers 
give  to  the  place  where  all  the  stars  are 

Some  of  the  Bible  names  are  "the 
heaven  of  heavens,"  "the  deep"  and 
the  great  deep."  Neither  science  nor 
!L":,^f  r  r^^  "^  ^ny  idea  of  its  s  z^^^^^^ 
seems  to  be  beyond  the  power  of  the 
human  mmd  to  understand     The  Bible 


writers,  however,  had  a  clear  conception 
ot  Its  nature.     One  writer  tells  us  that 
Cod  made  a  firmament  in  the  midst  of  the 
waters.     Another   tells   us   that   "God 
layeth  the  beams  of  His  chambers  in  the 
waters,"  and  another,  that  the  earth  was 
standing  in  water  and  out  of  water.   This 
liquid  conception  of  space  is  not  confined 
to  Bible  writers.    Sir  Isaac  Newton,  after 
he  began  to  lose  faith  in  his  theory  of 
gravitation,  believed  that  space  was  of  a 
liquid  nature,  from  which  the  worlds  de- 
rived the  necessary  sustenance  for  their 
very  existence.     DeCartes  believed  in  a 
liquid-filled  space,  and  with  this  concep- 
tion he  wrote  his  theory  of  the  vortices. 
Many  other  astronomers  believed   in   a 
liquid-filled  space. 

Modern  science  teaches  us  that  space 
IS  filled  with  ether.  If  we  accept  this 
teaching,  this  material  is  the  most  abun- 
ant  and  by  far  the  most  extended  in  ex- 
istence, and  ought  to  be  easily  discovered- 
but,  strange  to  say,  no  scientist  up  to  the 
present  moment  has  discovered  one  atom 
fjjf'eof.  Theoretical  science  tells  us  it 
hlls  all  space,  and  asks  us  to  receive  this 
teaching    without    giving    the    slightest 


taith  to  believe  this  than  the  Bible  story. 
I  hey  te    us  that  it  is  so  rarefied  that  it 

on.  h'  '"  ^rV^'^^'y  ^^  ^'^^«^e^y-  Some- 
one has  said  that  if  a  cubic  inch  of  the  air 

nLJf  ?'''''  °[  ^'P'""^'  ^he  most  distant 
fh^r    ^''°"^,  ^^^  sun.    Another  has  said 

H%'".E^"'  '^^^^^  ^°"'d  make  a 
globe  of  ether  as  large  as  the  earth,  From 
t.iese  and  other  statements  we  have  to 
conclude  that  space  is  virtually  a  vacuity 
1  his  leads  us  into  another  difficulty  No 
scientist   has   shown   the   possibility   of 

ZZT'^'i'^'^^  ^  ^^^"'^y  ^'fhout  in- 
stantly  rushing  into  it.    If  the  air  met 

with  such  a  condition  in  space,  it  would 

rush  into  it  and  leave  the  world  wSut 

an  atmosphere;  but  they  tell  us  gravita 

!sT  tat':  '.'h^ "'', ''  ^'^  ^^^^^- " '  "•-. 

tist  takes  the  glass  receiver  of  an  air- 
pump  and  pumps  part  of  the  air  out  of  it 

hpIH  ..  T  "^'^  J^'  remaining  air  still  be 
held  to  the  earth  at  its  original  pressure' 
Experiment  answers,  It  will  not.    Then 
if  gravitation  cannot  hold  a  few  inches  of 

nfflV^^  ?k'^'"u'  pressure  at  the  surface 
of  the  earth,  where  the  attraction  thereto 


1 1 


would  be  greatest,  it  is  not  true  that  it 
a?t?tude  "  '"  '^''  ''''^  ''  ^"y  °^her 
But  let  us  return  to  the  Bible  position 
that  space  is  filled  with  water,  and  thaJ 
in  the  midst  of  this  universal  element  the 

mction.  Before  we  can  understand  how 
Moses  accounted  for  motion  taking  place 
in  this  universal  liquid,  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  understand 

How  This  World  Was  Constructed. 

For  the  moment  let  us  clear  our  minds 
of  every  other  world  and  lock  at  this  one 
only-look  at  it  as  v^e  would  at  some 
piece  of  machinery.    It  was  made  by  God 
m  all   Its  parts.     It  was  made  with  a 
heaven  and  an  earth.    As  for  the  earth 
we  know  so  much  about  it  that  it  is 
scarcely  necessary  to  say  that  it  is  a 
round  body  about  eight  thousand  (8  000) 
miles  in  diameter,  and  that  its  surface  is 
covered  largely  with  water,  the  dry  land 
rising  above   ihe  waters,    while  the  air 
surrounds    the   whole   world.      But   the 
Bible  writers  clearly  conceived   that  in 
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connection  with  this  world  there  was  a 
heaven.     "  In  the  beginning  God  created 
the  heaven  and  the  earth."  "  Heaven  and 
earth  stand  up  together."    They  had  sev- 
eral names  for  it,  namely,  heaven,  firma- 
ment, vault,  sky,  etc.    They  believed  that 
It  was  made  with  the  earth  and  tha    it 
was    resting   on   the   earth.     "He   hath 
founded    his    vault    upon    the    earth." 
"  Heaven  and  earth  stand  up  together  " 
It    has    just    been    said    that    the    term 
deep  "  corresponds  to  space.    Now,  in 
order    to    understand    what    the    Bible 
writers  conceived  heaven,  or  the  firma- 
ment, to  be  made  of,  we  need  only  to  refer 
to  the  passage  which  tells  us  that  "  the 
waters  are  hid  as  with  a  stone,  and  the 
face  0.  the  deep  is  frozen."     Their  con- 
ception was  that  this  earth  is  enveloped 
m  a  crystalline  sphere  of  ice  into  which 
it^  is  fixed  at  its  poles.    This   is  the  ex- 
r-anation  of  the  ice-bound  poles.    This  is 
where    the    material    heaven    and    earth 
meet.     From  the  poles  the  sphere  rises 
and  envelopes  the  whole  world,  confining 
our  air,  or  wind  of  God,  on  every  side 
A  material  heaven  is  as  much  a  part  of  a 
Bible  world  as  an  earth  is.  and  as  neces- 
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saiy.     This  is  the  firmament  which  was 
made  in  the  midst  of  the  waters.    This  is 
the  firmament  which  divides  the  waters 
of  the  great  deep  from  this  world's  seas. 
This  is  the  sky  that  is  strong.    This  is  the 
circle  that  is  set  upon  the  face  of  the  deep. 
This  is  the  heaven  and  earth  that  stand 
up  together.  This  is  the  vault  that  God 
has  founded  upon  this  earth.  This  is  the 
hoary  frost  of  heaven.     This  is  the  sky, 
strong  as  a  molten  mirror.     This  is  the 
face  of  the  deep  that  is  frozen.  This  is  the 
heaven  that  is  spread  out  as  a  tent  to 
dwell  in.     This  is  the  terrible  crystal  or 
ice.     It  might  be  asked,    Is   there  any 
scientific  proof  of  the  existence  of  a  firma- 
ment or  sky?  Let  me  say  that  the  condi- 
tions necessary  for  its  formation  are  al- 
ways there.    The  higher  the  ascension  in 
the  air,  the  colder  it  gets.    This  is  true  in 
all  latitudes  and  at  all  seasons.    Another 
proof  is  that  it  is  impossible  for  air  to 
meet  with  an  empty  space  without  rush- 
ing into  it.    Venus  has  given  the  astrono- 
mers proof  that  a  world  has  a  firmament. 
J.  Brett  saw  it  when  it  was  in  transit  ap- 
pear as  if  it  was  enveloped  in  a  glass 
case.    Dr.   Copeland   also  observed   the 


n 


p 

\i  I' 


12 

planet  bounded  by  a  circular  arc  of  light 
and  concluded  that  Venus  has  an  atmos- 
phere like  this  earth.     We  must  remem- 
ber that  It  IS  impossible  for  air  to  remain 
in  spnerical  form  unless  it  is  confined,  and 
hat  It  will  not  reflect  light.     Dr.  Cope- 
land  s   observation    clearly    proved    that 
Venus  has  a  firmament  confining  its  air 
and  reflecting  the  light.     Another  scien- 
tihc  proof  of  the  existence  of  a  firmamer  t 
IS  that  the  ice-bound  poles  are  and  always 
have  been  in  existence.    Another  proof 
IS   that  we   Sl.   something  beyond   the 
clouds. 

Now,  to  begin  at  the  outside  of  a  Bible 
world,  we  have  first  a  crystalline  sphere 
ot  ice  enveloping  the  whole  earth.  Then 
the  air  confined  underneath  the  firma- 
ment. Then  the  ^arth  firmly  fixed  in  its 
hrmament  at  its  poles,  while  on  its  sur- 
face are  its  seas,  and  inside  it  "  is  turned 
up  as  with  fire,"  and  the  whole  structure 
ot  heaven,  air  and  earth  submerged  in 
the  waters  of  the  great  deep.  Our  seas 
are  but  a  divided  part  of  the  universal 
element,  and  are  connected  with  it  at  the 
..  fo""f?J"s  of  the  great  deep,"  or  the 
shaft     where  the  waters  swing  to  and 


PLATE  11. 

How   A    BiBI.R   \VoRI,n   IS   CONSTRl-CTKn. 

No  I  —Rer resents  the  firmament,  a  crystalline  sphere  of  ice  en- 
veloping the  whole  world,  and  in  which  the  earth  is  fixed  at  its  poles. 

N'o.  i  — The  air,  which  in  confined  within  the  firmament  upon  the 
earth. 

No-  3  —The  stas,  which  are  a  divided  part  of  the  great  deep  and 
connected  with  it  at  the  north  pole,  where  the  fountains  of  the  great 
deep  are  sitiiate<l. 

N'n.  i  —The  water?  of  the  j;reat  deep  which  fills  all  interstellar 
space. 
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fro.  To  put  it  in  modern  language  the 
seas  on  the  surface  of  this  earth  are  con- 
nected with  the  water  that  fills  all  space 
at  the  North  Pole.  This  is  the  machine, 
the  Spirit  of  God,  the  Power. 

Now,   let  us  look  at  it  in  operation 
Let  us  notice  the  work  the  Bible  writers 
conceived 

The  Air 


had  to  perform.  They  had  several  names 
for  it— the  wind  of  God.  the  breath  of 
life,  the  breath  of  the  spirit  of  life.  It  is 
compressed  back  against  the  firmament 
01  neaven  around  the  whole  world,  and 
stands  at  the  pressure  in  which  it  is  pos- 
sible for  physical  life  to  exist. 

Imagine  yourself  standing  on  the  sea- 
shore v/hen  the  tide  is  out.  When  the 
tide  turns,  the  surface  of  the  whole  ocean 
begms  to  rise,  pressing  the  air  backward 
agamst  the  firmament.  As  the  air  con- 
tracts the  ocean  continues  to  rise  for  six 
hours,  twelve  and  one-half  minutes.  The 
waters  of  the  great  deep  are  pressing  in 
at  the  open  shaft  at  the  North  Pole,  filling 
up  our  seas  and  making  high  tide  on  every 
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Shore.    At  the  end  of  that  period  of  time 

rapidly   from    the   new   incoming  water 
as  It  passes  over  the  heated  surface  of 
this  earth,  and  by  the  action  of  light  on 
Its    surface    has   now   gained   a   higher 
pressure    than    the    rising    ocean,    fnd 
piessmg  upon  its  surface,  sends  the  water 
back   to  the  great  deep   for  six   hours 
twelve  and  one-half  minutes,  making  ebb 
tide  on  every  shore.    The  tides  of  the 
ocean  are  the  strokes  of  energy  that  this 
world    IS   giving   to    the   universe.    The 
tides  of  the  ocean  are  but  a  displacement 
of  water  by  air  and  air  by  water 

There  are  two  periods  in  a  lunar  month 
when  the  tides  on  the  earth  are  very  sen- 
sibly affected,  namely,  when  it  is  new 
moon  and  when  it  is  full  moon.    At  those 

InTr  V^'  'l^''  r''  ^^^^''  ^"d  fall 
lower  than  they  do  at  other  seasons, 
i  ney  are  called  spring  tides. 

When  the  moon  at  these  seasons  forces 
the  waters  of  its  seas  back  to  the  great 
deep  the  earth  receives  more  of  its  influ- 
ence, and  the  tides  rise  higher  and  fall 
lower.  When  the  earth  forces  the  waters 
of   Its  seas  back  to  the  great  deen  the 
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moon  receives  more  of  this  earth's  influ- 
ence, and  no  doubt  spring  tides  take  place 
in  the  moon  This  extra  work  performed 
C'y  the  earth  and  the  moon  is  necessary 
at  these  two  points  of  the  moon's  orbit ' 
ine  physical  conception  the  Bible 
writers  had  of  air  was  that  it  was  the 
source  of  motion  in  this  world.  The  tides 
of  the  ocean  are  but  the  pulsating  throb- 
bing of  the 

Life  of  the  Spirit  of  God 

this  world     The  seas  are  but  the  liouid 
lungs  of  this  world,   which  become' in- 
Hated  with  water,   and   from   which   the 
whole  world  derives  a  fresh  supply  of  air 
every  twelve  hours  and  twentv-five  min- 
utes.    1  he  atmosphere  is  being  constantly 
renewed  and  formed  from  the  waters  on 
the  surface  of  the   earth.     The   air  as 
naturally  ascends  from  the  waters  on  this 
earths   surface   as    steam    from    boilina 
water.     |  here  is  not  a  wave  that  breaks 
on  sea  or  shore  from  which  air  is  not 
liberated. 

This   world,    like  a   heart,    is    forever 
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beating  with  the  universal  Being  that  per- 
vades all  space.  It  is  a  living  creature, 
that  has  not  ceased  since  the  creation  to 
proclaim  Holy,  Holy,  Holy,  Lord  God 
Almighty,  which  is,  and  which  was,  and 
which  is  to  come.  To  Him  who  sitteth 
on  the  throne,  who  is  worthy  to  receive 
glory  and  honor  and  power,  for  "  Thou 
didst  create  all  things,  and  because  of  Thy 
will  they  were  and  are  created." 

In  some  places  the  tides  are  very  irregu- 
lar in  their  rise  and  fall.  These  depend 
entirely  upon  the  condition  of  the  air. 
If  the  air  is  contracting,  the  waters  rise; 
if  expanding,  the  waters  fall.  Land  in- 
terference also  accounts  for  the  difference 
in  time  between  one  port  and  another. 
Water  everywhere,  whether  in  river,  lake 
or  sea,  is  obedient  to  atmospheric  pres- 
sure. In  the  description  Moses  has  given 
of  this  world,  placing  the  parts  together 
in  our  own  minds,  we  have  simply  the 
description  of  an  air-cell.  With  these 
cells  God  has  built  the  universe.  Many 
other  forms  of  life  are  built  on  the  same 
plan. 

After  Moses  has  described  how  this 
world  was  made,  he  tells  us  that  it  "  was 
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thus  that  the  heavens  and  the  earth  were 
finished,  and  all  the  host  of  them  " — 
every  world  in  all  creation 

Made  on  the  Same  Plan. 

Every  world  in  all  creation  run  by  the 
same  Power,  the  Spirit  of  God  moving 
on  the  face  of  their  waters,  and  every 
world  as  fit  for  habitation  as  this  one  is. 
Each  world  manufacturing  air  sufficient 
to  take  away  nearly  all  its  weight,  so  that 
it  -noves  with  little  resistance  in  its  orbit. 
V  .h  the  conception  Moses  has  given  us, 
that  worlds  are  all  made  on  the  same 
plan  and  all  built  in  the  same  universal 
Huid,  let  us  see 


How  THE  Planets  Travel  Around 
THE  Sun 

and  how  they  turn  on  their  axes.  As  the 
sun  forces  the  waters  of  its  seas  back  to 
the  great  deep  (for  be  it  remembered  tlat 
it  is  made  on  the  same  plan  as  this  earth, 
only  larger)  the  planets  in  their  re- 
spective orbits  are  all  taking  in  the  waters 
of  the  great  deep.    At  the  end  of  six 
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hours,  twelve  and  one-half  minutes  the 
planets  send  it  back  to  circulate  around 
the  sun  and  to  produce  high  tide  on  the 
snores  of  yonder,  falsely  supposed,  burn- 
ing world.    Thus,   from  centre  and  cir- 
cumference, the  motion  is  forever  kept 
up>    keeping  the  great  deep   circulating 
around  the  sun,  turning  it  like  a  top  on 
Its  own  axis,  while  within  the  ever  circu- 
latmg  waters  the  planets  move  in  their 
respective  orbits.    The  waters  of  the  great 
deep  form  an  elliptical  vorte.x  around  the 
sun,  elongated  in  the  direction  in  which 
the  great  deep  is  travelling.     It  is  thus 
ttiat  the  planets  are  carried  around  the 
sun  m  elliptical  orbits,  and  decreasina  in 
velocity  as  the  distance  from  the  sun  in- 
creases.   As  the  planets  force  the  waters 
ot  their  seas  back  to  the  great  deep, 

Their  Moons 

are  taking  in  part  of  the  influence,  making 
high  tide  in  the  moons.  (Being  smaller 
they  can  only  take  in  part.)  At  the  end 
of  SIX  hours,  twelve  and  one-half  min- 
utes the  moons  send  it  back  to  circulate 
around    the    planets,    thus    turning    the 
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planets  on  their  axes  as  they  travel  around 
tne  sun.  The  moons  turn  the  planets  on 
their  axes.  The  planets  turn  the  sun  on 
Its  axis. 

The  heavenly  bodies  always  have  a 
sufficient  number  of  attendant  bodies  to 
turn  them  on  their  axes  as  rapidly  as  the 
safe  y  of  the  body  demands. 

What  IS  true  of  the  solar  system  is  true 
Or  tne 

Universe. 

^t  is  pulsating  and  throbbing  with   the 
life  of  the  Spirit  of  God.    The  universe 
IS  one  animated  whole,  and  the  worlds 
are  the  tiny  air-cells  like  hearts  forever 
beatmg  with  the  life  of  the  Spirit  of  God 
moving   on    the    face    of    their    waters' 
Physically  speaking,  every  world  is  an 
hydraulic    pump    forever    pumping    the 
waters  of  the  great  deep  in  and  out,  and 
the  air  contained  in  the  worlds  is  the 
physical  source  of  all  motion  as  it  ex- 
pands and  contracts  on  the  face  of  their 
seas,   producing  ebb  and  flood  tides   in 
every   world.      Every   world   is   a   com- 
pressed   air-chamber.     "He    layeth    the 
beams  of  his  chambers   in    the   waters  " 
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They  are  God's  dynamic  machines 
through  which  the  one  universal  Spirit 
operates.  Every  world  is  an  electric  cell 
charged  with  the  life  of  the  Spirit  of 
God,  producing  all  the  motions  that  take 
place  throughout  the  universe,  as  He 
moves  on  the  face  of  the  waters  of  the 
host  of  heaven. 


i 
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How  Light  Takes  Place. 

Moses  tells  us  that  light  in  nature  was 
produced  by  the  Spirit  of  God  moving 
upon  the  face  of  the  waters.  And  the 
Spirit  of  God  moved  upon  the  face  of  the 
waters,  and  He  said,  "  Let  there  be  light, 
and  there  was  light."  Of  light  we  read 
that  God  commanded  it  to  shine  out  of 
the  darkness,  ^.ight  in  nature  is  the 
phosphorescence  of  the  waters  of  the 
great  deep. 

The  planets  are  all  circulating  around 
the  sun,  and  this  is  one  of  the  chief  rea- 
sons why  they  thus  circulate.  It  is  to 
make  yonder  sun  to  shine.  They  are 
working  in  harmony  with  it,  making  the 
waters  of  the  great  deep  to  circulate 
around  the  sun,  ever  increasing  in  veloc- 
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ity  until  they  near  the  sun,  when  they 
break   out  mto  one  continuous   ring  o^ 
phosphorescent  light  with  the  sun  in  the 
centre  thereof.    This  is  the  corona  of  the 
astronomers.    This  is  how  God  has  made 
one  star  to  differ  from  another  in  gTory 
This  .s  how  the  Spirit  of  God  has  pro 
duced  light  around  the  sun  in  the  so  ar 
system,  by  His  "  moving  on  the  face  o 
the  waters  "  of  the  worlds  therefn 

As  the  astronomer  views  the  corona  or 
nng  of  light  that  surrounds  the  sun    he 
often  sees  dark  spots  of  different  sizes 
and  shapes.     Sometimes  they  appear  to 
travel  around  the  sun  with  little  alteration 
in  appearance.    At  other  times  they  dis- 
appear and  light  takes  their  place     The 
spots  are  only  dark  parts  of  the  waters 
of  the  great  deep  that  have  not  been  raised 
to  a  phosphorescent  state.     He  also  sees 
great  prominences  which  appear  to  leap 
from  the  surface  of  the  sun  for  thousands 
of  miles  into  space,  then  lose  their  bright- 
ness  and  disappear  only  to  have  others 
leap  into  view. 

This  is  the  breaking  out  of  the  great 
deep  into  a  phosphorescent  state,  very 
irregularly  at   the  outside  of  the  great 
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phosphorescent  ring  around  the  sun.    In- 
side of  this  ring  of  light  is  the  firmament 
of  the  sun,  which  acts  as  a  great  reflector 
to  the  light,  making  the  light  to  penetrate 
the  dark  waters  back  to  the  planets  and 
moons  it  illuminates,  where  it  is  photo- 
graphed and  revealed  in  all  its  beauty. 
The  waters  of  the  great  deep  are  the  dark 
chamber  of  God's  own  camera  obscura, 
and  this  earth's  firmament  is  the  trans- 
lucent plate  on  which  is  photographed  the 
light  of  the  sun  and  stars.    The  firma- 
ment of  this  world  is  the  great  object  lens 
of   God's   own   telescope,    catching   the 
images  and  light  of  the  stars  beyond,  re- 
fracting  the  light  to   the   earth   below, 
where  it  takes  place  on  the  retina  of  the 
eye  of  every  living  creature  turned  there- 
to.    It  would  be  as  scientific  to  turn  a 
telescope  without  its  object  lens  and  ex- 
pect a  clear  image  of  any  object,  as  to 
think  that  this  world  could  have  clear 
images  of  the  stars  without  its  object 
lens,  the  firmament.    The  stars  we  see  are 
only  images  of  the  distant  bodies.     God 
said,  "  Let  there  be  lights  in  the  firma- 
ment of  heaven  to  give  light  upon  the 
earth." 
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Perhaps  some  may  think  this  an  insuffi- 
cient means  of  light.  If  so,  watch  a  tiny 
fish  as  it  darts  through  the  sea  at  night 
(the  darker  the  night  the  better).  Then 
mathematically  find  the  difference  in  size, 
motion  and  light-giving  power  of  the  tiny 
fish  and  that  of  a  star.  No  doubt  the  con- 
clusion you  will  arrive  at  will  be.  "  Be- 
hold there  is  light."  Everyone  who  is 
familiar  with  the  ocean  knows  that  phos- 
phorescent light  will  shine  through  water. 

There  is  no  object  seen  in  the  astrono- 
mer's telescope  that  reveals  more  clearly 
this  explanation  of  light  than  does  the 
planet  Saturn.  In  some  parts  of  its  orbit 
it  is  seen  to  be  surrounded  by  a  ring  or 
rings  of  light.  It  is  now  known  to  be 
attended  by  ten  moons,  which  turn  the 
planet  very  rapidly  on  its  cwn  axis.  As 
the  moons  work  in  harmony  with  .he 
planet  they  create  a  vortex  in  the  great 
deep  around  the  planet,  ever  increasing  in 
velocity.  As  it  nears  the  centre  it  breaks 
out  into  one  continuous  ring  or  rings  of 
light  around  Saturn,  making  the  planet 
to  be  a  sun  to  the  moons  that  are  around 
it,  a  small  solar  system  within  itself. 
Though  Jupiter  is  nearer  the  earth  than 
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Saturn,  the  ring  of  light  that  surrounds 
it  can  never  be  so  clearly  seen,  because  it 
travels  around  the  sun  in  such  a  manner 
that  the  astronomer  can  only  see  the  ring 
edgewise.  It  is  known  to  have  seven 
moons,  which  turn  the  planet  very 
rapidly  on  its  axis  and  produce  the  belts 
or  rings  of  light  that  surround  the  planet, 
thus  makmg  Jupiter  a  sun  to  the  moons 
that  accompany  it.  The  same  is  true  of 
Uranus  and  Neptune.  They  also  are 
suns. 

In  our  sky  the  apparent  size  of  the  sun 
is  only  a  few  inches  in  diameter.  If  it 
diminishes  at  the  same  rate  as  the  light 
proceeds  outward  in  space,  long  before  it 
reaches  Jupiter  it  would  be  too  small  and 
too  dim  to  light  up  that  body  or  any  of 
the  more  distant  planets.  Therefore, 
Jupiter,  Saturn,  Uranus  and  Neptune  are 
suns.  Thus  we  see  that  the  Creator  has 
not  only  supplied  the  solar  system  with 
one  sun,  but  in  it  there  are  at  least  five 
suns,  all  shining  by  reason  of  the  one 
universal  Spirit  moving  on  the  face  of  the 
waters  of  the  worlds  therein.  Whenever 
the  distance  or  darkness  becomes  too 
great     for     the     light     to     penetrate. 
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God    supplies    the    remedy    by    mak- 
ing    another     sun     to     shine     in     the 
great      deep.        Imagine      this      power 
(the  Spirit  of  God)  applied  to  the  mil- 
lions of  stars  that  inhabit  space,  as  He 
moves  on  the  face  of  the  waters  of  every 
world  therein,      fhe  smaller  bodies  cir- 
culate   around     the    larger,     producing 
phosphorescent    rings    of    light    around 
every  star  that  shines  as  a  sun.    This  is 
the  explanation  of  the  "  Milky  Way  "  and 
of  all  the  nebulas  seen  in  the  astronomer's 
telescope. 

And  the  Spirit  of  God  moved  upon  the 
face  of  the  waters,  and  He  said,  "  Let 
there  be  light,  and  there  was  light." 

Heat. 

Thio.  is  one  of  the  conditions  that  was 
to  remain  while  the  earth  existed.  Every 
creature  has  its  own  heat.  Every  world 
has  its  own  heat.  But  do  we  get  our 
heat  from  the  sun?  The  heat  which  we 
call  sun  heat  is  produced  by  the  direct 
rays  of  light  coming  to  a  focus  in  the  air 
producing  therein  a  chemical  change 
which  we  call  "  heat."    This  can  be  illus- 
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trated  from  any  light  by  the  use  of  a  lens. 
By  this  means  fire  can  be  produced.  The 
firmament  is  the  lens,  the  earth  the  focal 
point  where  the  heat  takes  place.  What 
we  call  the  heat  of  the  sun  takes  place  on 
the  surface  of  the  earth,  the  warmer  cur- 
rents of  air  always  taking  place  under  the 
direct  rays  of  light — hence  the  seasons. 
There  is  no  waste  of  heat  occurring  in 
nature,  as  the  sun  does  not  throw  oft'  heat 
into  space.  It  only  becomes  heat  when 
and  where  the  light  comes  to  a  focus  in 
the  air.  Happily  for  us  the  air  is  always 
renewed  from  the  oceans,  and  has  a  com- 
position fit  for  life  to  exist  on  this  earth. 
One  can  easily  imagine  an  atmosphere  of 
a  different  chemical  nature,  wherein  the 
rays  of  light  would  instantly  produce  an 
explosion.  That  there  is  an  abundance 
of  air  in  the  water  of  this  earth  to  renew 
its  atmosphere  no  one  can  doubt,  for 
every  fish  that  lives  therein  breathes  the 
air  from  the  waters  as  easily  as  we  do 
from  the  atmosphere.  The  whole  pro- 
cess of  evaporation  and  condensation  in 
nature  is  only  a  manufacturing  of  air.  A 
world  is  a  machine  specially  constructed 
for  this  purpose.    "  He  causeth  the  vapors 
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to  ascend  from  rhe  ends  of  the  earrh  He 
maketh  lightning  for  the  rain,  and  He 
bringeth  forth  the  wind  out  of  His 'treas- 
uries." No  sooner  has  it  esc-ned  from 
the  waters  than  the  upwai  :  presciLiro  of 
the  oceans  makes  it  to  ci  ;.iiate  in  ! -e 
form  of  the  winds.  The  tr.ui..  and  ot  ler 
wmds.  hke  great  rivers,  are  consiantlv 
carrymg  a  warm,  fresh  supply  of  air  to 
all  lands.  The  heat  of  the  world  is  the 
temperature  of  its  atmosphere  and  is  as 
natural  to  this  world  as  the  heat  is  to  our 
bodies. 

That  a  chemist  should  disco\cr  other 
gases  therein  than  those  he  extracts  from 
water  is  not  any  more  strange  than  is  the 
tact  that  the  air  we  exhale  is  different 
from  that  we  inhale.  There  is  a  constant 
change  taking  place  in  the  air.  Every- 
thing on  earth  is  changing  its  nature. 
Heat,  like  motion,  is  produced  by  the 
Spirit  of  God  moving  on  the  face  of  the 
waters  of  this  world. 

The  Flood. 

When  we  understand  that  the  Bihie 
writers  conceived  space,  or  the  great  deep, 
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to  be  filled  with  water,  and  this  world  set 
in  the  midst  thereof,  the  Mosaic  account 

of  the  flood  becomes  easily  understood 

this  world  in  the  midst  of  a  universal 
liquid,  with  nothing  but  its  firmament  or 
strong  sky  keeping  it  back.     He  tells  us 
that  the  fountains  of  the  great  deep  were 
broken  up.     The  place  or  places  where 
the  waters  of  the  great  deep  meet  with 
our  seas  at  the  North  Pole  were  broken, 
or  greatly  enlarged.     The   windows  of 
heaven  were  opened.    The   water   from 
space,  or  the  great  deep,  rushed  in.  com- 
pressing the  air  backward  against  the  fir- 
mament, while  the  air  rapidly  condensed 
into  rain,  giving  place  to  the  rising  waters 
At  the  end  of  forty  days,  the  flood  was 
upon  the  earth  and  continued  to  rise  until 
every  mountain  under  heaven  was  cov- 
ered.    Moses  is  very  plain  in  teeing  us 
how  the  flood  decreased.   "  The  fountains 
of  the  deep  and  the  windows  of  heaven 
were  stopped,  and  the  rain  from  heaven 
was  restrained."     The  fountains  of  the 
great  deep  were  reduced  to  their  natural 
size,  and  from  the  surface  of    this  uni- 
versal ocean  the  air  was  rapidly  escaping, 
pressing  upon   its  surface,  sending   the 
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waters   back   to   the   ,  reat  deep     There 

an'd  \T'T"  ^'"' ''^^  '"'  one'htmdred 

from  oH^h  ■"''•  J^'    ^^'^'^    returned 
troin  oft  the  earth  continually    carrvrn^ 

on  the.r  surface  many  of  the  hr/eS 

animals  and  other  things  belonging  to  a 

tropical  climate,  until  They  were  buded 

the  hood  was  not  universal.     Any  other 
than  an  universal  flood  was  a  scientihV 
impossibility.     It  would  be    s  n    ^ra     o 
think  that  water  would  rest  on  yo.ir  din 
ns-room    table   without  runninr  o   the 
Hoor  as  to  expect  the  waters  of  the    n- 
dian    Ocean    to    be    raised    and     emam 
heaped  up  over  the  southern  continemM' 
As,a   without  instantly  rushing  back  ?o 
heir  or.g.nal  level.    While  it  remains  true 
that  water  will  ever  Hnd  tH    '  .west  place 
a  partial  flood  of  any  d.  ,  of'^t  me 

The  TJ'""'"  '  '"'"''^'   ."Possibi  i^y 

I  he    Mosaic   account    is    the  only    true 

account   ot    the    pnenomena    of   wh  ch 

geologists  have  found  so  abundant  ev,- 
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Ike  End. 

Will  the  present  condition  of  things 
continue?  Will  this  world  stand  fc  • 
ever?  There  is  nothing  more  clearly 
revealed  than  that  this  world  will  come 
to  an  end.  This  fact  was  implied  in 
the  Krst  promise  given  after  the  Hood. 
"  While  the  earth  remaineth,"  showing 
clearly  that  it  would  not  always  so  re- 
main. "  Heavei.  and  earth  will  pass 
away."  i  his  time  the  destruction  will  not 
be  by  water,  but  by  fire,  "  at  the  revela- 
tion of  the  Lord  Jesus  from  heaven  with 
the  angels  of  His  power" — "the  heav- 
ens, being  on  fire,  shall  be  dissolved  " — 
"  the  elements  shall  melt  with  fervent 
heat " — "  the  heavens  shall  pass  away 
with  a  great  noise."  When  this  great 
catastrophe  will  take  place  no  one  knows. 
This  world  may  stand  for  thousands  of 
years,  or  it  may  pass  away  wit'.'- in  the 
next  hour,  for  no  man  knoweth  what  an 
hour  will  bring  forth.  No  man  knoweth 
the  day  or  the  hour.  What  of  eternity? 
"  Behold,  I  make  all  things  new."  Never- 
theless, we  look  for  "  a  nev/  heaven  and 
a  new  earth,  wherein  dwelleth  righteous- 
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ness ''  The  same  word  that  tells  us  this 
world  will  be  destroyed  by  fire  tells  us 
also  that  He  will  make  all  things  new— a 
new  world  that  will  pulsate  and  throb 
with  the  same  Spirit  of  God  that  now 
moves  on  the  face  of  the  waters  of  this 
world  and  commands  light  to  shine  out 
of  darkness. 
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